MELITOTA STORE (K-409)
Chestertown, Maryland
(19th)

Melitota Store is one of the few 19th century country stores that
are still in operation in Kent. Although the form of the building
is similiar to typical central gable residences of the third quarter
of the 19th century, it was constructed as a store and storekeeper's
residence. The village of Melitota, first called Willis Crossroads,
developed in the last half of the nineteenth century to provide
necessary services to nearby farmers. In addition to the general store,

there was a blacksmith shop, a church, and a school.
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DESCRIPTION K- 409

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED XUNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
Xcoop __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Melitota Store is a 2% story central gable building which stands on the
northeast corner of Route 298 and Porters Grove-Melitota Road. The main part of the
building is three bays wide and two deep; there is a 2% story rear ell and a one-story
shed porch across the front of the structure. The most distinctive feature of the
building is the scallop of sawn wooden ornament used to edge the building roof and the
gable roofs of the dormers of the ell. In each gable peak is a turned wooden acarn
pendant.

There are decorative central gables in the main facade and in the south wall of
the wing, creating a feeling of formality symbolic of the functional organization of
the building. The main store entrance is in the center of the facade. The entrance f
the storekeeper and family, however, is in the south facade of the ell. The store
entrance has a pair of double doors each with one bolection-molded panel beneath a
large single-pane window. These windows could be covered by a removeable wooden panels
when the store was closed. The entrance into the wing is more residential with a four-
pane transom light and paneled sidelights. The door frame and transom bar have
decorative reeding.

Windows have two over two sash; those in the central gable and in the dormers
have round-headed upper sash. Frames and sills are plain. Shutters have been removed
although the hardware remains. On the first floor of the house are paneled shutters
with Greek ogee and bevel moldings.

The building is covered with asbestous siding over narrow weatherboarding. The
roof is asphalt shingles. There is an enclosed porch running along the wall of the porch
and a flat-gable-roofed addition on the north gable of the store.* Brick chimneys ris.

within the south and west gables.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY ( * see page 2.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Melitota Store is one of the few 19th century country stores that are still in
operation. Although the form of the building is similiar to typical residences of the
third quarter of the 19th century, it was constructed as a store and storekeeper's
residence.

The village of Melitota, first called Willis Crossroads, developed in the last
nalf of the nineteenth century to provide necessary services to nearby farmers. In
addition to the general store there was a blacksmith shop and several houses along
Route 298 and " L  Road."

School No. 4 of Election District #3 stood nearby and about 1900 Mt. Piscazh
Church (K-406) was erected to serve its local congregation.

The hand painted date of 1887 in the attic of this structure is said to be the

date of construction.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Kent County News, October 3, 1979, Section 2, page 12b.
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

ELIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[¥1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TiTLE

< Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE
Kent County Planning Commission 778-4600, ext.67
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Court House
CiTY OR TOWN STAYE

Chestertown, Maryland 21620

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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(Description #7 cont'd) K-409 2.

The store room has a pressed tin ceiling. The stair in the
residential portion of the building is located behind its main entrance.

* This addition reputedly served as a 'bar" during Prohibition.

NOTE: 1In spring 1980, the second floor of the building was damaged by fire.



(Biblographical References #9) cont'd K-409 2.

Martinet Map, 1860.

Lake, Griffing & Stevenson. An Illustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne
(sic) Counties, Md. (Philadelphia: 27 South Sixth Street, 1877.)
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